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Exotic Botanical Prints by the Artist Birgitta Volz

«Beauty ks the manifestation of the Divine in matter “,
with this quotafion® you can easily describe the present work of German artist Bingitta Volz.

Birgitta is well known for her precise and delicate art work with wood and bark prints.

in which she skillfully brings 1o life the nafural structures of her matenals.

Her interest in the classic study - “Flower pictures” - seems fo be a surprse, until you realize
that the artist is reinventing this subject in a completely new way.

within her simple black & white prints she catches every nuance of the plant's fexture.
showing us details and structures which would ctherwise remain invisible or unnoficed.
These botanical prints seem fo be very natural, but they are for from being simple copies
of noture,

Unpretentious of first glonce, her prints reveal themselves as carefully aranged,
fantastical composifions.,

Her work with flowers is 5o far the most challenging fechnical task for this experenced
print maker, becouse their delicate structures often fall apart at the first touch of the
prinfing ink. Then they have fo be recomposed as o complex colloge, petal by petal
and leaf by leaf.

Playing with dilferent shadas of gray. she skilifully combinas them o create dapth and
space, construcfing o giant puzzle and an inventfive patience game.

Birgitta needs several days to complete her larger art work. The resulls are striking in their
simple beouty, ranging from very finy prints on paper up to banners of 1 % melers on
delicate cloth.

The “Indion inspirafion"** within her work is included by using the local flora and by
pasting the prints on fransparent loce ond framing them with obundant local cloth
borders, This creates a lovely contrast between the simpie black & white print and its
luxurious cloth framing.

Hers work gains an exira dimension when the fexture of the clofh is shining through the
paper or when the shadows of the plant shades becomea visible on the wall behind.

On the quesfion of what she wants to express with her art work, Birgitta replies:
* want people fo open up to the beouty and vulnerability of nature.,
My aim is fo create a consciousness which is guiding the spectator above the
suparficial ospeact of obvious baauty, so that some manage o goin access fo the
spirtual aspects of nature™*. .

BjGrn Lewalter [ort historion)

* Thie founder of Aurovilie, Ming Allasio, known os “the Mother™
** Birgitfa has besn Iving since 2005 i the infemaiional iownihip of Aurovile near Pondichesy, Indio
w22 Literohura: The Mother— The Spiriheal Significonce of Fowers



Kunst Schaefer Gallery, Wiesbaden, Germany, May 2009
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Birgitta Vol between 2 of her Fower - Bannens

top: Possifions incamata 19, 2008 and Bouhirsg varlegoio 1. 2009, size: 130 x 41 cm
down: Orchidaceas banner 1, 2009 and several flower prints, mounted on sietchens [difersnt soe)
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Installation of large
Flower Banners,

150 x 61 cm and 122 x 50
cm, in the

Citadyn Art Gallery,
Auroville, India, 2012
(above and right side)
andin the

“RCSC’- Russian Cultural
Centre”, Chennai, India,
2014







Botanical print exhibition in the romantic ruins of
Dubolhati palace, Bangladesh, 2019 7
.

Birgitta printed some of the plants which have been invading i_.r‘ +- -
the palace premises. 3

Birgitta printing and hanging her prints up for drying.

Right side:

2 small plant print banners
(originals: 61 x 21 cm)
enlarged as huge digital
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oil colowr on delicate clalh,
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Exhitslifon Eooiic Botonical Prints”
by Bigitia Velz, Matahan Gobary,
mMurie, Gesmmany, 2007

left sice up:

Pomifiora incomaota Unleat 2, 2008
Ol codour on Chinese popar

siza: §7 x 7 &m

laft side dowrn:
Bouhiréo variagaota Unikot 3, 2009
size: 80 x 120 cm

right sice;

Eunsf Schoefer Gaolery. Wiashodan
sl plant prints on clolh

EE S5 X 45 cm
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top: Matohor Gallery, Munic, Gamany, 2009
& smal plont prints on Daphre poper
sire: 21 ¥ 15 e frarme size 30 x 30 cm

right side: Dendrobium Unikot 5. 2009
size: #7 x40 cmu oll oglour on Chinese popar
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Rosa fionbundo Unikat 2. 2000
size: 70 x 80 cm
il colour on Chinesa popar
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Exhibifion with Bolarical Prinds duing Bingita's fellowahip in he
Canter for Print Moking "Engramme”, Guabec, Canada, 2002







Aurodhan Art Gallery Pondicherry, India

Waterilies | and. 2. 2010

size: P x 128 covondg 120 x 140 ¢

Pl Prinis with oil colour on Chinese poper,
pasied on transporant clolh,

Iramed with blue velvet

anid mounted on o siretcher,
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ol piant prints with oil colows
on Cheaneds Dopi

pasted on loce,

fromad with webvel or satin
and mourtad on o stretcher,

fize opprox. 55 % 45 cm
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Orchidoceos anghidfig

our-an Chinese popeal

119 x 84 cm

reckdia:
Nalumbo nuciferna 12, 2008
ol Colour on Japaness papesr

O x & em

Bark print with

chOUr O bopoanais
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Begonia 4, 200 o o
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Crossondm 4, 2009 e
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Bauwhirda vanegata 12,
2007

sira; 57 x 4¥ cm

Gloriosa suparbo
22, 2008
size 57 x 4% cm

Antriurium
andmanum &, 2008
are: 55 % 45 ocm

Orchidocoeos
Dendrobium grod
11, 2007

sizer; &3 & 54 cm
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Plant Print Series with oil
colour on Chinese paper,
pasted on lace,

framed with a cloth border,
mounted on a stretcher.

Rosa galica 7, 2009
s 59 ¥ 52 M

Crchidoceos
Dendrobium £, 2007
e 52 ¥ 41 cm

Lrchigdocosos
grald 13, 209

gize: 57 x 47 cm

Opunitia ficus indico
10,2008

size: 47 x 38 cm

Togebtes erecta 2
2008

sizar 59 ¥ 4% cm







‘Water Lily Pornd Unikat 1. 2008
sie: 110x 144 cmi

plont print ond
colloge oniace,

with cloth border,
maountad on o stirelcher

Fitanga Exhibifion Holl

Auraville, Inclia, 2008







Pitanga Exhibion Hall, Auroville, India, 2008

down: presented s woll hangings, 1eft side: ramed an sirefchers

5 plant prints with oil Solowr on Chinese paper and grean colton,
parily with a cellage of the printed piant,

Iris peeudoconss Unikat 4, 2008, size; 8% x 49 cm
Heliconio psittacorurm Unlcat 8, 2008, sze: 88 x 54 cm
and
Slopelia nobilis Unikat 5, 2008, sive: 55 » 45 cmi
Inis peewdaconss Unikot 12, 2008, sze: 43 x 33 cm
Fruchs borossi Babaeliferds Unikat 7, 2008, sipe; 47 x 37 cm









Exhibition of the results of the "Baobab expedition” in the Franco-
Namibian Cultural Centre, Windhoek, 2018

These plant prints were an additional section in Birgitta's big FNCC exhibition with
the title: “David Livingstone’s Paradise on Earth”, apart from her bark prints from
the huge Baobab.

Birgitta tried to create the ambience of the Linyanti Swamps with her plant prints
combined with Konny von Schmettau’s photographs.

Right side: Series of 9 grass prints with oil colour on Japanese paper, size: 30 x 21 cm
each

below: Konny's photographs of the Caprivi area and 3 of Birgitta's plant prints,

oil colour on Chinese paper, size: 100 x 70 cm and underneath:
Series of plant prints on delicate banner fabric, each 150 x 61 cm



















Prints of different herbs, 2001-08
Ohl colour on Chinese paper
size: W x 21 cm
















y krger prints could be framad with Bght fro







Photographs of Birgitta's exhibifion

at Matahan Gallery, Munich, 2009

Plant prinds in different sizes
fop: 70 x 50 cm, A0 x 21 ©m
eftside:; 100 x 70 cm

0x 40 cm B4 x 119 cm. 70 x 100 cm




ot ornds with il colour

o Myrmphaeo rubea Link
lett sice

Genfiona lufea Unikat 15

Carica papaya Unikat 9

II-:I"|| SICHE

Melumbo nucifera Unikat |
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Birgitta Volz: Curriculum Vitae

Qrigins from Nuremberg, Germany
1982 Begins artistic works with woodcuts
1985. Youngest member of the Associalion
of Professional Artists, Nuremberg
1984-88 Studies at the Wirzburg College, Ger-
many [Commercial Art), BA
1987. Guest student at the "Academia de
Bellas Artes”, Madrid, Spain
1988-71 MA-Programme for Graphic Arts ot
the University of Modemn Arts in Kassel

1994 Invilation to lecture at the College of Art, New Delhi, India, as an
invited guest of the Geman Cultural Institute

1997 Invitation to lecture at the University for Modern Arts in Porto, Portu-
gal, as an invited guest of the Goethe Institute

1993-78 Fellowship in the House of Fine Arts, Wiesbaden, Germany

1998 Rewarded the HAP-Grieshaber-Prize for woodcut

1999 One year fellowship of the Bavarian Government at the "Inter-
national House of Artists Villa Concordia” in Bamberg, Germany

2000  Awarded by the "New Saxonian Gallery”
Invitation to lecture at the Ceollege of Art in Eumasi, Ghana, as
an invited guest of the German Cultural Institute and of the
French Cultural institute

2001 Feliowship of the German-Halian Institute "Villa Vigoni®, Como, Haly

2003 Brenner's "Artists in Residence” Fellowship, Baden-Baden, Germany
Fellowship at the "Centre Est-Nord-Est”, 5t-Jean-Port-Joli, Canada

2004  Arist in residence at "Engramme”, Quebec, Canada

2005 Birgitta is joining the international community of Auroville in the
south of India and she is founding her own jewellery design label
“Matrigold” (www.mailrigold.in)

2014 International Narrative Art Residency, Goa Chitra Museurn, India

2018  International Chittorgarh Art Festival, Medan, India
“Research of the Invisible® project in the bush of in Namibia fo print
a 3000 year old Bacbab tree

2019 International Art Camp, Auroville, India
Internationale Werkstattwoche Lueben, Germany
Residential Art Exchange Program ., Uronto”, Bangladesh



Botanical Prints:

Birgitta's botanical prints seem to
e very natural, but they are far
from being simple copies of no-
ture.

Unpretentious at first glance, her
prints reveal themselves as care-
fully armanged, fantastical com-
positions. Her work with flowers is
so far the most challenging fech-
nical task for this experienced
print maker because their deli-
cate structures often fall apart at
the first touch of the printing ink.
Then they have o be recom-
posed as a complex collage,
petal by petal and leaf by leal.
Playing with different shades of
grey, she skilliully combines them
to create depth and space, con-
structing a giant puzzle and an
inventive patience game.

On the question of what she
wanis to express with her art
work, Birgitta replies: | want peo-
ple to open up fo the beauty
and vulnerability of nature. My
aim Is 1o creafe a conscliousness
which is guiding the spectator
above the superficial aspect of
obvious beauty, so that some
manage 1o gain access fo the
spiritual aspects of nature”.

“Ficus refigiosa” banner 2, 201%

are 41 221 cm

plant print on delicate banner material
Those beaufiful temple trees are some of
the most deshuciive planis invading

bruilcings.




Solo Exhibitions (selected)

2020 Aurodhan Art Gallery, Pondichemy, India
Exhibition Hall of the Tibetan Pavillon, Auroville, India
2018 FNCC (French-Namibian Cultural Centre), Windhoek, Namibia
2017 Leon-Art Gallery Nuremberg, Germany
2015 Citadines Centre d'Art, Auroville, India
2014 RCSC, Russian Cultural Centre, Chennai, India
2013 "Internaticnal House of Artists Villa Concordia”,

Bamberg, Germany ) - g/

2012 Citadyn Centre d'Art, Auroville, India e~
Pitanga Cultural Center, Auroville, India Wl

2011 Botanical Art Gallery, Thuengersheim, Gemany :

2010 Aurodhan Art Gallery, Pondichemy, India
Weaver's Studio Gallery, Kolkata, India

2009 Kunst Schaoefer Gallery, Wiesbaden, Germany
Mata Hari Exhibition Space, Munich, Germany

2008 Pitanga Cultural Center, Aurcville, India
Exhibition Hall, Villa Leon, Nuernberg, Germmnany

2007 Pitanga Cultural Center, Aurcville, India
Glechburg Art Castle, Schesslitz, Gemany

2004 Pitanga Culturgl Center, Aurcville, India
MF-Design Exhibition Hall, Nuremberg, Germany

2005 Skalny Exhibition Hall, Karpacz, Poland
Iunfthaus Baden-Baden, Gemany

2004 Bharat Mivas Art Gallery, Auraville, India
Meduse Art Center, Québec, Canada

2003 Brenner's Parkhotel, Baden-Baden, Gemany
Art Center Est-Nord-Est, Quebec, Canada
Kolping Exhibition Hall, Frankfurt, Germany
Mediacenter, University Dresden, Germany

2001 Museum of Nature, Chemnitz, Germany

2000 French Cultural Center, Kumasi, Ghana
Dome of Berlin, Berlin, Germany

1999 Gansemarkt-Passage Hamburg, Germany

1998 Museum Gellert, Hainichen, Gemany
Schuster & Schevermann Gallery, Berdin
Taschenberg Palace, Dresden, Germany

1997 German Cultural Center, Porto, Portugal .
Museum of Female Arts, Wiesbaden, Germany, and rn::m:.f more




Group Exhibitions (selected|

2020 Dhaka Art Summit, Bangladesh

2019 Unity Pavilion Exhibition Hall, Auraville, India

2018 Citadines Centre d"Art, Auroville, India
Khajuraho Art Festival, Khajuraho, India

2017 Unity Pavilion Exhibition Hall, Auroville, India

20146 Apparac Art Galleries, New Delhi and Chennal, India

2015 Lalit Kala Akademi, Chennai, India

2014 Goa Chitra Museum, Goa, India

2012 Botanical Art Gallery, Thuengersheim, Germany

2011 Kala Kendra Art Gallery, Auroville, India

2010 Weaver's Studio Gallery, Kolkata, Indig

2009 Manufaktur Gallery, Berlin, Germany

2008 Women's Museumn, Wiesbaden, Germany

2007 Gongju National Museumn, Korea
Giechburg Art Castle, Schesslitz. Germany

2005 Avrodhan Arl Gallery, Pondicherry, India
Kunstschaefer Gallery, Wiesbaden, Germany

2004 House for Fine Arts, Buttenheim, Germany
Women's Museum, Wiesbaden, Germany

2003 Fine Arts Exhibition Hall, Kempten, Germany

2002 Jakobi-Cathedral Débeln, Germany
Gallery of the City of Bamberg, Germany

2001 Exhibition Hall, Saxonian Parliament, Dresden
Fine Arts Club, Plauen, Gemany

2000 MNew Saxonian Gallery, Chemnitz, Gemrmany
Gallery of the City of Bamberg, Germany

1992 “Villa Concordia”, Bamberg, Gemnany

1998 Art Exhibition of the County of Hessen, Wiesbaden
County Museum of Baden, Karlsruhe, Germany
Centre of Arts, Bouxwiller, France

1997 Marilies-Hess-Foundation, Frankfurt, Germany
International Print Biennale, Olofstrém, Sweden
Townhall, Wiesbaden, Germany

19924 International Triennial of Prints, Cairo, Egypt
Museum of Industry, Chemnitz, Germany
Central County Library, Berin, Germany

1925 International Community House, Eyoto, Japan
Boulder s Artist Gallery, Boulder, USA and many more




Woaork in Public Collections;

1 A Collection of the German Federal Parfiament
|i :;i Y, Collection of the Bavarian State Government
| "L Caollection of the Stote Government of Baden-Wirllemberg
Pelish Federal Museum. Maidanek
Museum of Contemporary Graphle Arls, Calre, Egypl
‘ " Collection of the German-italian Socieky "Villa Vigonl”, Haly
}..', f — % Max Mueller Bhavan [German Cullural Center), New Delhi, India
i A i Musevm for Female Arls, Wiesbaden, Germany
King-albert-Museum, Chemnllz, Germany

Collection of the "New Soxonlan Gallery”

‘ollection of “Engromme”, Quebec, Conoda
Codechon of e Drasgen University, Geammony
Ciodection of the Cily of Wiesboden, Gemmainy
Colecfion of the County of Mithwelda, Germany
Collection of the infemalional iownship of Aurovile, India
Collecton of the Botanicol Gordens, Thaorandt, Gemrmany

Frieder Burdo CollecBon and varous ofher privale colactions
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Cancs tapes ,u.'l" rrgieinal size: 194 % 98 cm
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www .birgittavolz.de

Catalogue download:

www .birgittavolz.de/katalog.htm
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Dendrobiurn Unikal 1, 2008
size: A0 x 2] cm
Qil colowr on Chinese paper




